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New committee to replace 
TSR Subramanian panel

Attempts to right past wrongs  
create present wrongs: Tabish Khair
Papri Sri Raman

Tabish Khair’s new book Jihadi Jane is on 
the fiction long list for the Tata Literature 
Live book of the year award. Giving up 
his career as a journalist in India, Tabish 
is now an associate professor, teaching 
English in the University of Aarhus in 
Denmark. His books include, Babu 
Fictions, The Bus Stopped, How to Fight 
Islamist Terror from the Missionary 
Position and half a dozen other fiction 
and nonfiction works. Known for his 
non-fiction work, Jihadi Jane is an 
unusual work, located in war-torn Syria.   
Book Link asks Tabish:
You are known as a poet and also 
known for your non-fiction like The New 
Xenophobia, How to Fight Islamist Terror. 
Your fiction are less known. Jihadi Jane 
is a very catchy title. In India, Syria 
and what is happening there is very 
little known. What took you to Syria in 
fiction? To create Ameena and Jamilla? 
How did the writing come about?
Tabish Khair: I write books about issues, 
from the past and the present, that exercise 
me; things, events, stories, people I 
cannot stop thinking about. I think that is 
the reason. With Jihadi Jane, the writing 
came about on its own: I have seen 
people being ignored, abused; I have seen 
people getting angry and bitter; I have 
seen people going to religion for good 
reasons and being turned into monsters 
by religious ideologues. Also, bear in 

mind that we live in a world where what 
happens in one country effects people 
in distant parts more and more. We can 
no longer stick our individual heads into 
parochial sands.
In 2015, Anupam Kher called Tata 
LitFest audiences paid. This Litfest is 
trying to position itself as ‘Secular’. 
How difficult is it for a writer from India 
to remain impartial in his/her writing 
(whether fiction or non fiction) today?
One has to be very careful when using 
or abusing words like ‘secular’ or 
‘democratic’: it is one thing to rationally 
criticise how such words are defined or 
applied, and it is another thing to dismiss 

them and ridicule them by creating sound-
bites like ‘sickular.’ I have engaged with 
such definitions and re-definitions too, 
but I have never dismissed what the 
terms stand for, and I never will. That 
will be like throwing the baby out with 
the bath-water. Secularism is the political 
enactment of the desire of decent human 
beings to live with other human beings, 
despite differences of belief. Democracy 
is a political enactment of the desire 
of human beings to have a say in what 
happens to them.
Writing, sitting away from India, does 
it give an Indian writer a more global 
perspective, than if one were to write, 
being in India?
I don’t think there can be any global 
perspective without cultural location: the 
only perspective of that sort would be 
that of floating financial capital, which 
is a faulty and dangerous perspective of 
sheer numbers. So, I do not see this as a 
simple matter of looking at India from 
within or without, though of course what 
you see might be influenced by where 
you view it from. This does not mean one 
is more ‘global’ because one is outside 
India. Actually, I believe that you can 
be universal only through occupying a 
particular position that takes into account 
other particular positions. As for the past, 
it is always being defined in the present: 
one can use the past to learn from, but not 
to fight and discriminate with. 
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Human Resource Development Minister Prakash Javadekar is set 
to appoint a new panel which will draft the third National Education 
Policy of India, replacing the TSR Subramanian Committee which 
had earlier been appointed by former HRD Minister Smriti Irani 
to give its recommendations to Government of India for evolution 
of a draft National Education Policy. This new committee is likely 
to be headed by a prominent educationist, sources in the ministry 
told Book Link. 

The new panel may contain more than five members 
and no time frame has been fixed yet for the upcoming 
new policy to become a Bill that is passed in the 
House.

For this purpose, the new HRD Minister held a 
Parliamentary meeting on 10 November, where it 
was decided that more time should be allotted for 
discussion and suggestions before implementing 
the Education Policy. MPs of different states were 
invited to give their suggestions and inputs for 
the new policy, and 41 MPs, foregoing their 
political affiliations, participated in that 
meeting. The decision for a new drafting 
panel comes amidst opposition allegation 
that the NDA government is attempting to 
bring in a policy that is ideologically biased.

The coming of the NDA government in 2014 
ushered in a lot of changes in India’s policy stand, 

and education was among one of them. The HRD Ministry started 
with online consultations on www.mygov.in portal from 26 
January 2015. This was accompanied with grassroots consultation 
in villages, blocks, districts, and local bodies which included 
members belonging to various education committees, teachers, 
head masters and all those associated with education. Various zonal 
meetings covering all states and UTs were also held in September-
October 2015 where more ideas and proposals were sought.

However, with the cabinet being reshuffled earlier in the year, 
sources in the government say a new committee will be set 

up to take all the recommendations and suggestions that 
have been made until now, including the ones from the  

TSR Subramanian Committee, and would then formulate 
a draft National Education Policy. This would then be 
introduced to the cabinet for approval.
Post independence, a number of initiatives were taken, 

including the Mudaliar Commission which was 
followed by Kothari Commission, to formulate 
our education policy, the first of which came 
into effect in 1968. The government of India 
introduced a new National Policy on Education in 
1986, which was then modified in 1992, and has 
since been the guideline for education in India.
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In a trade industry where there are so many international 
players dominating the market, CBS has scripted a unique 
success story in the Medical Sciences and Technology 
(STM) textbooks & reference book market. Starting off as 
a young apprentice to his brothers, where he used to sell 
books over the counter at their retail store in Nai Sarak, 
Satish Kumar Jain has established himself as one of the 
most renowned names in the publishing industry. He 
happens to have a great memory and can recall names of 
books which he used to sell 30-40 year ago. Book Link talks 
to this man, who is affectionately referred to  in the industry 
as ‘Matta’ (originating from the phrase, ‘In shoes Bata, in 
steel Tata, and in books Matta’), to bring to our readers his  
success story. 

From the time  CBS was established in 1972, it has grown 
tremendously. What has been your mantra for success? 
During my early years, when I used to help my brother in 
selling books at our retail store in Nai Sarak, I experienced 
first-hand the demand of consumers. My initial years were 
all about learning and gathering experience, as I travelled 
a lot to understand the nitty-gritties of the book trade. 
This enhanced my understanding of the market and over 
the years, I became more confident in selecting the books 
which I felt would work well in the market. Simultaneously, 
I also began attending book fairs in India as well as abroad. 
Frankfurt Book Fair even awarded me with a certificate 
of honour for attending the fair continuously for 25 years. 
All these experiences, together with working honestly and 
according to the market demand and treating our customers 

as a door of success, helped us in our journey.
CBS is majorly into publishing Medical Sciences and 
Technology (STM) textbooks and reference book market. 
How was the market like when you first entered the 
publishing trade industry? 
Yes, when we first entered the market there was a lot of 
competition from established books of foreign publishers. 
Since medical textbooks were introduced in India by 
the British, most books were of British publishers and 
these were the ones being taught in schools and colleges. 
There were only a few books published in India, but their 
quality of production, printing paper etc were quite poor. 
We published books which were made available in simple 
and easy English language, and promoted them extensively 
from college to college, slowly building up the demand. 
We kept our books at low prices by keeping low margins or 
importing books in bulk or reprinting them under licence to 
reduce the selling price, and this helped us develop a market 
for us.
Was there a particular title which gave you a breakthrough 
in the industry? 
A:Yes, we entered with books on ophthalmology by Dr 
Agarwal. Later, success came through three volumes of 
Human Anatomy by B D Chaurasia as well as many titles 
reprinted from reputed publisher at affordable price under 
licence from foreign publishers and authors.
What was the company’s turnover in the previous year, 
and what are your expectations from this year? Do you 
think the recent demonitisation is going to have any effect 
on it?
Last year our turnover was Rs 172 crores (approx.) and this 
year also, if situation remains the same, we are hoping it 
to be close to last year’s turnover. But if the government 
releases funds towards education, then we may get 
reasonable growth.
Demonetisation effects will initially be negative as people 
are busy arranging essential needs. However, we expect 
a bright future as our business depends upon educational 
activity and government’s support through educational aids 
provided to university and colleges.
What kind of research goes into publishing such books? 
Are any of the content also outsourced from third party 
research organisations? 
Yes, we reprint established books of foreign publishers 
while also encouraging young authors to write books which 
were missing at the time of their study. Once an author 
approaches us with a new book, we ask them to submit the 
synopsis of the book with the content (names of the chapters) 
and a sample chapter to form a basic understanding of the 
book. We then get feedbacks from students and teachers, 
and then accordingly go ahead with publishing it.

Technology keeps evolving.. What practices do you follow 
to keep your published titles updated?
We follow an annual process where our boys visit different 
colleges to get feedbacks from students and teachers, as well 
as from booksellers in the market. You have to adopt and 
accept the changes which come, through these feedbacks.
Depending on the topic of the title, we come out with their 
revised editions. So, for instance, for clinical and medicinal 
titles we revise the books in 3-4 years, for basic sciences 
the revision takes place in 4-5 years, while technology 
books are revised often in 3-5 or more years depending 
upon development in that area. So, any new trend that we 
come to know of from these feedbacks, we add them to the  
revised editions.

What are some of the challenges that you face as a 
publisher, both in the Indian and the international market?
International publishers have a larger reach in context of 
coverage area, so their books are selling in high numbers. 
Sustainability for them has a better scope than for us. Larger 
publishers have higher resources and have larger areas to 
cover in terms of the countries they sell. If their books are 
picked up in even 3 or 4 markets out of the many countries 
they sell in, they would be successful. 
We are more focused on commonwealth countries like 
India, Malaysia, Indonesia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
and also some African countries. Off late, we have also 
started selling in European markets. It’s difficult to match 
the kind of promotion and marketing which large publishers 
are capable of, but we are gradually overcoming those 
challenges.
Which are your most successful title(s) in terms of reprints 
and sales?
There are many titles, naming them here will not be 
appropriate nor justified as there are many elements of 
success. Naming them according to sales, quantity, number 
of reprint’s and edition are not possible. We recently even 
published reprints of McGraw-Hills’ titles which had been 
discontinued 30 years ago as it was economically unviable 
for them. But we took exclusive rights for them and came 
out with its reprints which are now successfully selling 
in the market. This practice we are doing with Taylor & 
Francis and many more publishers also.
What are your future plans for CBS?
To meet the current trends and demands of e-books, CBS 
has stared publishing e-books under Eduport Global and 
500 books have been converted so far. Expansion is under 
plan towards developed countries, but we have not yet 
finalised things as we are waiting for a suitable opportunity.

From rags to riches: Matta of publishing

‘I am trying to examine causes and factors’

PublisherSpeak

The wrongs of the past, real or imagined, can 
never be righted in the present: any attempt to 
do so just creates more wrongs in the present. 
And as every present is a past in the future, 
this means even more wrongs in the ‘past.’
How coldly clinical and impartial can a 
writer be in an atmosphere of fear? I mean, 
Leon Uris, Solzhenitsyn, even a modern 
writer like Khaled Hosseini---their best 
works captured ‘fear’, you have never 
consciously done this before.
Fear is a simple and basic emotion: even 
the simplest multi-cellular organism feels 
fear of some sort. Rats, pigeons, deer, all 
these complex organisms feel basically the 
fear that human beings feel. So, in my view, 
it is impossible to escape dealing with fear 
when relating human realities. But it is also 
a mistake to stop with basic fear: because 
there are other things about human beings, 
which are not shared or not shared in the 
same way by other animals. Even fear is 
used differently by human beings: animals 
do not have political leaders who paint entire 
groups in a certain light in order to evoke 

and capitalise on basic human fears. Animals 
fear immediate threats, but human beings, as 
the poet put it, do not just look before and 
after and pine for what is not, they also fear 
what might or might not be, and project their 
fears into the past and the future. I think such 
matters are more my concern than just plain, 
basic, boring fear.
Tell us something about your writing in the 
last one decade. The shift from your earlier 
works....how different things are from 
then, now?   Jihadi Jane is very topical...
As a teacher of Literature, how different is 
writing fiction on a current/contemporary 
subject?
Jihadi Jane and the novel I wrote before it are 
both topical: they deal with Islamism from 
very different perspectives. I come from a 
Muslim family; I cannot ignore these issues. 
My earlier novels were set a bit further back 
in time: actually The Thing About Thugs 
in the 19th century, and filming around the 
time of the Partition and in the Bombay film 
industry of the 1930s. I still do not feel that 
one should jump out and write a poem or a 
novel about a topical issue, and if you look 

at my recent (last two) novels, you realise 
that I am not giving a journalistic picture 
of events and personalities; I am trying to 
examine causes and factors which are not 
just topical. Islamism, for instance, has 
been building up from the 19th century, like 
Hindutva. Migration has been a visible issue 
for many decades now, used in nefarious 
ways by politicians of all sort, including 
‘religious’ ones. I see my last two novels as 
relating to these larger issues, and not just 
a topical event. I do not just narrate in my 
novels; I try to contemplate too. There is no 
culture without contemplation, as I think we 
will realise more and more as cyber-reading 
makes contemplative reading difficult or 
impossible.
Your thoughts on current writing in English 
coming out of India.....both fiction/non-
fiction, Indian bestsellers.
What would I know about bestsellers, 
honestly? I have never tried consciously 
to write one, and I do not think any of 
my books can be called bestsellers in a 
commercial sense. ‘Literary bestsellers’ 
are a contradiction in terms. But I do have 

thoughts about writing in English, from 
India and internationally. I think the English 
publishing and literary scene -- because it 
is so huge -- is far more commercial than 
the German, Spanish, French or Korean 
scene, and that this is largely detrimental  
to literature.

- Continued from page 1



3December 2016 | Book Link spotlight

VK Karthika’s exit from HarperCollins India after ten 
years of holding the top job in the company came as a 
bit of a shock to the author community in November.

Noncommittal on her departure, Karthika has told 
the media, ‘All I can say is, I’ve had a glorious time 
here and am going to miss the many wonderful writers 
and colleagues I have had the good fortune to work 
with over the past 10 years.’

As for whether or not she plans to launch her own 
imprint in the near future, Karthika merely said, ‘Who 
knows!’. Chiki Sarkar after exiting from Penguin 
India has made a success of her independent initiative, 
Juggernaut, within a short span of a year.

Karthika has for the 
last one year expressed 
her unhappiness and the 
desire to quit, especially 
after leadership change 
in the company last year, 
‘which has brought in an 
outlook difference’, says the 
industry grapevine.

Ananth Padmanabhan, 
HarperCollins CEO told 
the media, ‘As publisher, 
Karthika has built invaluable 

relationships between HarperCollins and its authors, 
agents and publishers, not just in India but around the 
world as well. She has been a dear friend and colleague 
and will be missed.’ Padmanabhan, who moved from 
Penguin to HarperCollins in 2015 is known to have an 
aggressive marketing vision for the Rupert Murdoch 
owned company.

Experts in the industry say it has to be business vs 
quality. ‘With the vast change in the demographics, 
the overwhelming presence of people below 30 
means that reading books is no longer a natural, 
organic activity – there has to be a reason to read a 
book. And in this segment, it is campus and corporate 

romances that rule.’ As such, 
it is being said HarperCollins 
India is looking to bring more 
genres to the Indian market, 
like and similar to the Indian 
publishing giant Rupa; low-
priced and highly popular stuff 
like Chetan Bhagat. With the 
average print-run of books 
down to 3,000 or fewer copies, 
a company has to produce a 
great many number of books 
to reach its targets.

E-commerce giant Amazon’s 
acquisition of the publishing 
business of Westland Ltd, has 
created a buzz in the publishing 
world, raising speculation on 
Amazon eyeing other smaller 
niche publishing houses in 
India. While the industry has 
to wait and see whether this is 
a one-off acquisition or whether 
Amazon will now start a string 
of acquisitions similar to the 
ones we’ve seen large publishers 
like Penguin do in the past. But 
this one buy has brought into 
Amazon’s ambitious umbrella 
well-known Indian authors, 
among them Amish Tripathi, 

Ashwin Sanghi, Preeti Shenoy, 
Devdutt Pattanaik, Christopher C Doyle, Anand Neelakantan, and Ravi 
Subramanian.

The Tata Trent owned publishing house, which was founded in 2007 
with the amalgamation of two companies, EastWest Books and Westland 
Books, had grown to become one of the leading publishers in India. The 
move is not a surprising one by any measure, as Amazon’s intentions of 
getting into publishing had been made clear when it had acquired a 26% 
stake in Westland from Trent Ltd, Tata Group’s retail firm, in February 
2016 for a reported ₹9.5 crore. Although spokespersons from neither 
Amazon nor Westland have confirmed it, but reports suggest that the deal 
cost Amazon a substantial ₹40 crore, including the sum they paid earlier 
in February

Trent also owned the Landmark chain of bookstores which Amazon 
acquired in 2008. With a 100% buy out, Westland is undoubtedly going 
to benefit from the deal as now it will have scale, money, publishing 
bandwidth and the backing of Amazonian muscle power, which is always 
a scarce commodity for an average Indian publisher. 

Westland’s CEO Gautam Padmanabhan said in a release sent out by 
Amazon, ‘This is a great day for our authors and their readers across the 
globe. Amazon’s roots are in books and we are excited to be part of that 
team in the next phase of our journey.’ Amit Agarwal, Vice President and 
Country Manager at Amazon India added, ‘Since investing in Westland 
earlier this year, we have built a great relationship with the company and 
its authors. Our acquisition of Westland continues our commitment to 
India—enabling Amazon to bring Westland’s highly talented authors and 
their books to even more customers in India and around the world.’ 

Although Amazon failed in China, its entry into India in 2014 has been a 
Godsend for the US company which was running heavy losses worldwide. 
In March 2015 Amazon India’s losses itself were reported at Rs 1,724 
crore. In 2015, the company’s net profit was reported to be $92 million, 
for the same period 2016, it is reported to have jumped to $857 million, 
primarily from its India earnings. With declared objectives of expanding 
in West Asia and Africa, Amazon in India is on a role, with Amit Agarwal, 
a techie VP, promoted to Jeff Bezo’s core business team. Amazon movies 
have also acquired a number of Indian investments like Netflix.   

The Man Booker Prize has traditionally 
been a legacy of the British, with only those 
who are citizens of the Commonwealth 
countries, Ireland, and Zimbabwe eligible 
for the award. Ever since the boundaries 
of the Booker extended in 2013 to include 
any English-language novel that has been 
published in the UK, sceptics were worried 
that American writers would sweep the 
floor of the Booker. But it took three years 
and one extremely compelling narrative 
for an American to make his mark finally 
be felt. Paul Beatty was awarded the Man 
Booker Prize for his stellar tragic-comedy 
racial satire The Sellout. 

The book was well received and had also 
won itself several laurels, like the National 

Book Critics Circle Award, even before it 
was nominated for the Booker this year. 
Although winning the Booker is unlike any 
other literary award since with it comes 
international fame, repute, recognition and 
a cheque of £50,000, ($62,150, €56,133). 
In addition, Beatty also received a designer 
bound edition of his book and a further 
£2,500 for being shortlisted.

Amanda Foreman, 2016 Chair of judges, 
said on Beatty’s win, ‘The Sellout is a 
novel for our times. A tirelessly inventive 
modern satire, its humour disguises a 
radical seriousness. Paul Beatty slays 
sacred cows with abandon and takes aim 
at racial and political taboos with wit, 
verve and a snarl.’ Foreman was joined 

on the 2016 panel of judges by Jon Day, 
Abdulrazak Gurnah, David Harsent and 
Olivia Williams. The judges considered 
155 books for this year’s prize, including 
a total of 11 call-ins.

The Sellout is a scathing attack on the 
racial relations in the United States, and 
Beatty has relied on satire and excesses 
to narrate a no-holds-barred approach 
demonizing the ugliness of racial and 
economic inequality in America. Though 
Beatty cites satirists Joseph Heller and 
Kurt Vonnegut as formative influences, he 
remarked to The Paris Review that he was 
‘surprised that everybody keeps calling 
this a comic novel … I’m not sure how I 
define it.’ 

Karthika’s exit
the end for a new beginning?

Amazon
enters publishing 
with a bang!

America makes its way to the Man Booker Award

BLD

BLD

BLD

Amit Agarwal, Vice President and  
Country Manager at Amazon India 

The launch of SRK’s book – 25 Years of a Life took place recently at Taj Lands End, Mumbai. In the picture 
are, L-R: Designer of the Book Nitin Srivastava, Ad Moghul Piyush Pandey, Journalist and Author Sonali 
Kokra, Shah Rukh Khan, Author of the book Samar Khan and Bikash De Niyogi, the publisher

Photo credits: Amol Kamble
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I was a delegate at the 
recently-held India-UK 
TECH Summit. The take 
away is for us to debate 
on three key words: (i) 
Education, (ii) Digital, 
(iii) Skill. Our education 
system (I’ll include the 
publishing industry to 
this), have for decades 
ignored the importance 
of providing skill-based 
education. 

The Prime Minister 
is keen on unveiling the 
New Education Policy 

(NEP) in a year. Reports keep appearing that the policy will 
be announced next year. Is it the academic year or calendar 
year, this certainly requires clarity. Will it be closer to the 
beginning of the election campaign for the polls in 2019? 

Recently, the Members of Parliament were given an 
opportunity to attend a workshop to sensitize them on NEP. 
Education is a national agenda and not a political agenda says 
the union minister of Human Resource Development. There 
are suggestions that the name of this ministry should be rolled 
back to the Ministry of Education. HRD is also to take NITI 

Aayog’s approval. Looks like a long drawn process. All this is 
coming at a time when we read recent government and non-
government reports (including the national Census 2011) that 
as many as 6.54 crore people in the 5-19 age group have never 
attended school while another 4.49 crore have dropped out of 
school in the last ten years. Maybe the kind of education we 
are providing is not working and is not inclusive.

What is our understanding of Digital India? What impact 
or influence will digital have in our education system?  
According to the recent statistics every two in five elementary 
schools in India does not have power connection (electricity). 
Is digital India focusing on digitising land records, making 
railway stations Wi-Fi enabled and other such initiatives that 
are not connected to education? Will the NEP address this 
core issue which will become part of the grand plan? (Will 
the power ministry and the IT ministry come on board too?) 

So the opportunity I clearly see is Skill. We have a very large 
young population who can become part of this development. 
It was very refreshing to hear Rajiv Pratap Rudy, Minister 
of State for Skill Development & Entrepreneurship speak 
with passion and in plain English. It is true that our education 
system is focussed on rote learning. In fact, I call it ‘ten 
months of winding and ten days of rewinding’. Government 
of India is keen on empowering the youth with opportunities. 
The National Skill Development Corporation is progressing 
well. In order to build curriculum, training and to finalise 

standards, the government has provided three months’ time 
for receiving feedback and comments. I would encourage the 
readers to view the details on the website (nsdcindia.org). The 
end result, as promised, will be setting up of occupational 
standards and sector skill councils. 

I can list 26 key sectors that have been identified and 
model curriculums for them are being prepared. National 
Skills Qualifications Framework (NSQF) will provide 
qualifications. From 1st January 2019, it shall be mandatory 
for all training institutes to be NSQF compliant. How many 
of us know that National Skill Development Corporation 
(NSDC) is partnering with the Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) and with CRPF jawans?

Having said that, please read these two statements. The 
Minister of HRD says: ‘British rulers had tailored education 
to create manpower for their requirement’ while the Skill 
Development Council states, ‘standards are benchmarked 
with those of UK’s qualifications’.  To be politically correct 
we can call this as two different viewpoints.

When you next phone your plumber, electrician, carpenter 
give them their due respect and treat them well. They are also 
educated. They have gone through formal education.

Book Link brings our readers  excerpts from 
an article penned by the new HRD Minister, 
Prakash Javadekar, on why it is important to 
update our present Education Policy.
We must review our national education 
policy to meet the changing dynamics of the 
population’s requirement and aspirations for 
quality education, innovation and research.  
This is a continuous endeavour and, therefore, 
we all should become part of bringing about a 
new education policy, which can be evolved 
through consensus and discussions. That is 
why the Government had started the review 
process in January 
2015.

There were 13 
themes selected for 
school education, 
which included 
learning outcome, 
secondary education, 
vocational education, 
examination, teacher 
education, use of ICT, 
Pedagogy, school 
systems, inclusive 
education, language, 
and child health.  
Everybody will 
appreciate the relevance of these themes for 
school education and there can be much more 
also for which one can give suggestions.  For 
higher education, 20 themes were selected 
– the governance of higher education, 
quality, regulation, central institutes, state 
universities, skill development, open 
universities, regional disparities, gender 
and social gap, linkages to society, teachers, 
students of support system, language, PPP 
financing, industry interaction, research, 
innovation, new knowledge.  There could be 
many more themes that can be thought of. 

At the outset let me spell out the basis 
on which the new education policy should 
be evolved.  To meet the challenges before 
India and give opportunity to everybody, the 
new education policy should be based on 

the five pillars - Accessibility, Affordability, 
Quality, Equity and Accountability. Now the 
challenge is that of quality of education has to 
be improved at all levels right from primary 
education to higher education. Therefore, the 
New Education Policy’s main thrust has to be 
quality. Equally important would be to make 
education inclusive by ensuring that the 
crucial elements of social justice and equity 
are imbibed in the new policy. Thus, the 
real challenge before us is to find a rational 
solution, which will improve the quality of 
education and also give opportunity to all 

students at all levels.
Meanwhile, some 

people are trying to 
play politics over 
the new education 
policy. I am afraid, 
that should not happen 
because I believe 
education is a national 
agenda and not a party 
agenda. Therefore, 
unnecessarily raising 
suspicion over the 
intention or creating 
m i s c o n c e p t i o n 
and indulging in 

disinformation campaign will not yield 
results.  I learnt that in some places people 
are protesting that minority educational 
institutions’ rights as enshrined in Article 
29 and Article 30 of the Constitution will 
be trampled upon.  Let me categorically 
state here that we are not at all intending to 
trample upon anything that is guaranteed in 
the Constitution.  On the other hand, we want 
to strengthen the affirmative action so as to 
ensure that all SCs, STs, minorities, OBCs 
and all disadvantaged sections get equal 
opportunity in education.  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is very 
clear on this aspect.  In the recently concluded 
Inter-State Council Meeting, held after a gap 
of 10 years, four topics was discussed, one of 
them being quality of education. 

Back to ministry of education?
Digitisation, skill, empowering identity

Javadekar on education policy

Sesh Seshadri
Publishing Consultant
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Anusha Subramanian wrote her first book The Heirs of Catriona 
when she was only 13. She has recently published her second 
book Never Gone, which is a more realistic portrayal of life as 
teenagers know it. Penguin  approached Ravi Subramanian’s 
daughter to do a YA (Young Adult) novel that involved 
a death somehow. But she didn’t want to write the 
stereotypical (though this book is stereotypical in 
many ways) romance with a tragic death. This 
book wasn’t the result of a sudden idea but it 
was the product of many hours of storyline 
plotting and characterisation, she says. 
At what age did you start reading and 
which was that first book that sparked 
your interest in reading and literature?
I started reading when I was very, very 
young (pre-school maybe XD), and that 
is largely due to the influence of my 
mother and other family members who 
are voracious readers. I still remember 
the first book that my parents bought me:  
The Gingerbread Man (ladybird series) and 
my dad and I used to sit in the evenings and 
read it together. I would stumble over the words 
and get stuck multiple times but my father would 
patiently teach me how to say the words and explain 
their meanings. Eventually, I read it so many times that I knew 
the entire book by heart. Reading is something that I’ve been 
doing ever since I remember. I can’t remember how life was 
when I didn’t read. I had these whole phases where I would 
read only one kind of book. First was the classics phase where 
I read abridged versions of Black Beauty, White Fang etc since 
I was still very young. Then I went through the usual Nancy 
Drew phase and then the Georgette Heyer phase. After that it 
was Percy Jacksons and Harry Potter and of course, more trashy-
teenage-novels. 
You wrote your first book at a very early stage in your life. How 
was it received by readers? What are your expectations with 
this one?
I think there was more praise on the fact that I had actually written 
a book at that age than too much analysis into the actual book. 
The target audience loved it but of course there were a few flaws 
in it. On the other hand, the response to Never Gone has been 

better than I would ever have expected! Boys have messaged/
emailed me saying they loved my book and that they can relate 
a lot to the characters! This really makes me happy since I didn’t 
think guys were likely to pick up this book only because it’s very 
emotional. A lot of people have told me that they identify with 
the characters and that is literally all I wanted out of this book. 

I wanted to make this as relatable as possible and when 
readers tell me their favourite character (and why), it 

really makes my day. 
Who is the target audience for you? 

I intended the target audience to be around my 
age—16-year-olds but there are a lot of people 
not in this age group who have read it. These 
readers are usually older and I’m really 
glad to say that they too have enjoyed this 
book but in a different sense. For them the 
experience is more nostalgic while the 16 
year olds can actually relate to it. 
Who is your favourite character in the book 
Never Gone? Which character did you have 
most fun writing about?

Kavya! She was just so bitchy and snarky that 
I have insane amounts of fun writing about her! 

And also it was amazing bringing out the good 
parts in her and showing the character development 

too! Nikhil and Kavya was THE BEST relationship to 
write about. I also loved writing about Aakash and Ananya 

since that was a very intimate relationship that I truly loved. 
Is there any character that has a likeness to you?
Haha no no. I wouldn’t be able to write about myself without 
being too critical or too appreciative. So I steer clear of that!
How influential has the figure of your father as a writer been 
in shaping you to be the writer you are today?
Very! But not in the sense that you would expect. Of course he 
has been a constant source of inspiration and support but he did 
the best thing that any parent can do—he left me alone and let 
me find my own way of doing things. He hasn’t ever touched my 
writing, which is the reason we both have very different writing 
styles. In fact, he didn’t even know the plot or even the names of 
the characters of Never Gone till I was done with it. Letting me 
evolve was the best way he shaped me. 

Her father’s daughter
A chat with Anusha Subramanian

In a new digital campaign from 
children’s rights organization UNICEF, 
more than 200 well-known international 
writers have penned stories that riff off 
the statement, ‘What I want for every 
child.’ The week-long campaign, called 
Tiny Stories, brings together a range 
of prominent novelists, playwrights 
and poets, including Nigerian author 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and 
Brazilian novelist Paulo Coelho. 

‘As writers, we are able to advocate 
through the simplicity of storytelling,’ 
Adichie said in a release. ‘With this 
worthy and necessary campaign, we 
advocate for the protection of the rights 
of precious children all over the world.’

Stories in the campaign—which was 
created to mark the 70th anniversary 
of UNICEF—are only a few sentences 
in length, but depict the inequalities 
children face in compelling ways. The 

featured stories were written in more 
than 10 languages and varying styles, but 
are all united in illustrating the universal 
human rights children would have in a 
just world. 

UNICEF calls them ‘tiny but powerful 
stories of courage, anger, love—and, 
most of all, for every child, hope.’ The 
organization is encouraging social media 
users to not only read the stories, but also 
share their favourites—or create their 
own ‘tiny story’ to contribute—using the 
hashtag #foreverychild.

The Tiny Stories campaign comes at a 
time when threats to children’s rights are 
only intensifying. According to UNICEF 
statistics, more than 50 million children 
worldwide have been displaced due to 
conflict, poverty and climate change. A 
staggering 263 million children are out of 
school around the globe. Last year alone, 
nearly 6 million children under the age of 
5 died from mostly preventable diseases.

‘It is shocking to see that the lives 
of many children are still so heavily 
impacted by the horror of conflict, 
inequality, poverty and discrimination,’ 
said Paloma Escudero, global director 
of communications for UNICEF. ‘I hope 
these Tiny Stories can remind the world 
that we must sustain our commitment 
to all of these children whose lives and 
futures are at stake.’

Courtesy Mashable

Writers fight for children’s rights
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New Books 
on the Shelf

For children

Selfienomics makes you 
reflect on your life, helping 
you achieve the best version of 

yourself. The author is a  
23-year old NYU graduate.

Ruskin Bond comes out with a 
collection of brand new stories 

in his new book Death Under The 
Deodars: The Adventures of Miss 

Ripley-Bean.

TERI Press brings out yet another 
informative guide for children on the 

importance of preserving our environment 
in their new book Why Should I Save 

Water by Shweta Sinha. 

Neel Madhav, the country’s 
youngest magician,  

brings to young readers an 
intriguing book, You Got  

Magic, that is sure to captivate the 
readers’ mind. 

Do you believe 
in magic?

A guide 
for young 

entrepreneurs

Mussoorie 
mysteries

Safeguarding 
planet Earth
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Biographies of cities or 
city-specific books are in 
thing in India for some 
time now. In the West we 
do get to read a lot about 
different aspects of a city, 
but in India this genre 
of writing is picking up 
only recently and very 
gradually.

About a decade ago, a 
saying was popular in the 
US, that ‘their jobs had 
been Bangalored’ meaning 
thereby the sizeable shift 
of job market from Silicon 
Valley to the southern 
city in India. That is the 
significance of this city! 

But there is more to Bangalore than IT. 
While the book does take into consideration the major 

challenges in governing the emerging megacity of Bengaluru 
and details the metamorphosis of the city after the advent 
of the IT industry in a big way, the select set of authors also 
provide us deep historical perspective of the city since the 
sixteenth century. Some of the articles have been picked up 
from various sources and not written for this book, including 
a small one by Mahatma Gandhi who was recuperating 
from a bout of illness and had spent some time in 1927 at 
Bangalore and nearby Nandi Hills.

A peep into history: Bangalore was once known as a 
fortress town. When Krisnhadevaraya came to the throne 
in 1509, he faced the challenge of political consolidation. 
The most ambitious of the southern chiefs was Gangaraja 
who controlled two strong fortresses in Srirangapatna and 
Sivanasamundram in the agriculturally rich sections of 
northern Kaveri basin. Taking readers back into history of 
wars being fought for retaining regional supremacy, it’s 
mentioned in the first chapter by Narendar Pani, that in 1512 
Gangaraja was killed and his fortress at Sivanasamundram 

razed to the ground. Among those who led the campaign 
against Gangaraja was a young Kempe Gowda. Belonging to 
the chiefly  family from Yelakanda or what is now known as 
Yelahanka in the northern parts of Greater Bengaluru, Kempe 
Gowda was to have a major impact on the region for half a 
century. By 1537, Kempe Gowda had built his fortress town, 
also called Bengaluru,  on the high ground to the south of 
Yelahanka, with its hillocks and lakes.Seven miles south of 
Yelahanka was old Bengaluru, near what is now the urban 
village of Kodigehalli. It was a home for a while for Shahji, 
father of Maratha king Shivaji Bhosale. 

The book talks of Portuguese traveller Domingo Paes whose 
chronicles between 1520 and 1522 are being recognised as a 

reliable narratives of the times of the Vijayanagara kingdom. 
I deliberately delved deeper into the history to help capture 
the imaginations of the young reader who may have the 
impression firmly embedded in their minds that it is an IT 
City and nothing else. Tipu Sultan’s strong Bengaluru ( 
Mysore) connection, the four Mysore wars fought three-four 
centuries ago here, the status of city as a military center and 
so on. Within the military city was a thriving textile economy, 
organised along caste lines. Today’s citizens may not know 
but the Cantonment was set up there in 1809.

The book is interesting from the point of view that its 
editors have roped in old and new authors with varied range 
of experience and background to contribute to this book on 
aspects which were little known about the city. With the 
gripping historical introduction, the book exposes the reader 

chapter by chapter to industrial issues, labour, public health, 
education and other such facets of the city with inclusion of 
the Hindustan Aircraft Limited (HAL), as it was then called, 
even the general manager’s address on first anniversary ( 
December 1941) of the company. India had not been freed 
yet and the then Mysore State had a role in helping set up 
the first aircraft manufacturing facility there. Curiously 
enough, setting up of the modern plant to produce bombers, 
was in fact a way of competing with America which had a 
well-settled modern aircraft industry. Yet it was criticised 
then in India. People thought India and those men associated 
with HAL like Walchand Hirachand, were not capable and 
that aircraft could not be successfully, economically and 
efficiently manufactured in India in any reasonable time. 
Needless to say, HAL is a premier company  and showcases 
country’s sound technological strength. 

Bangalore’s modernism began in early 19th century. Sir M 
Visvesveraya, the celebrated engineer and former bureaucrat 
with the British Indian Service, was made the Dewan in 
1912 of Mysore and he was expected to give a modern and 
technological direction to Bangalore. Book has articles by 
him sharing his own vision of development, of education 
system, governance and so on.

Modern times: 
It became almost the first city of its kind in recent years 

with a government setting up a task force to guide its 
infrastructure and education’s development. The city’s 
sustainable growth, green architecture have also been 
discussed by authors. Bangalore and its 10 satellite towns are 
rapidly growing as never before. Housing has almost gone 
out of bounds for ordinary citizens. Lakes and gardens are 
being encroached upon, like in many other cities. I would 
end the introduction of this book with an angle that would 
leave us worrisome and another one that gives us some 
hopes. First, the worry: ‘Bangalore’s tremendous population 
growth, the extensive urban sprawl and the authorities’ 
policy and development priorities towards the ICT sector 
have induced profound changes in settlement patterns and 
in urban social setting, creating new disparities and a highly 
fragmented and polarised society’ writes Christoph Dittrich  
( a lecturer in a German university) under chapter Governing 
Change ( page 238). 

For, as famous architect Lewis Mumford once said—‘The 
cities and mansions that people dream of are those in which 
they finally live’.

Get yourselves cardswipers
Bill Gates had this to say on 18 November in Delhi on a photoshoot, 
ten days after the government demonitisation of currency notes, ‘India 
is pushing towards digitisation in a big way. The scale of the country 
means that once India gets there, the amount of digital innovation here 
will be greater than anywhere else in the world.’ Surely. If it is allowed 
to happen. And it will not with the unimaginative bureaucracy we 
have today. Flipkart’s Sachin Bansal, speaking at a session during the  
Mobile Internet Conference (GMIC) in Bengaluru in the same week 
said, ‘At the hindsight, I would have done more research on the ground 
and roped in experts at the earlier stage, at the idea stage’. Adding 
that experts can anticipate things in advance, he said ‘bureaucrats in 
India do a great job in administration.... but they lack subject matter 
expertise, and this being such a technically challenging problem....’. 
Bansal’s Flipkart, if you will remember, like Amazon, began with just 
selling books with the Cash on Delivery model.  Most e-commerce 
sites have hand-held teller machines in lakhs now. Bansal said, their 
and such other delivery systems could have been roped in to pick up 
the demonitised notes and deliver the new and lower denomination 
notes door-to-door. The government would only have to take in the 
demonitised notes from them and supply the new money to them. 
The maths is not rocket science, the mopping up operation could have 
been so much easier. Technology is the ultimate solution for a billion 
people, recalibration of the ATMs could have been thought through. 
Gates is right, India innovates technology, rarely uses them. Like the 
avaz app that the US and Danish governments buy for all autistic and 
cerebral palsy affected children, but in India only a few know about it. 
I don’t need to point out that publishers and distributors will in March 
be looking at their incomes. I can bet Rs 2000, no bookshop can 
show profit in November-December 2016. No one is walking into a 
bookshop to spend Rs 200 to buy a book. The red light booksellers in 
Delhi have vanished, on Matunga’s streets no rare books are offered 
for Rs 50. Everyone has stopped COD on 9 November, and books are 
a major causality, no one yet knows  how many publishers are getting 
returns as there is no cash to accept orders. People are using Amazon 
to deliver vegetables and milk by online payment. So all publishers 
and small retailers, get yourselves card swipe machnes for JLF, KBF, 
NDWBF. Or else be ready with sacks of Rs 100 notes, when someone 
walks into your stall with a new Rs 2000 note and buys a book worth 
just Rs 300. This took no imagination on our part to predict.   

editorial

Title: Bengaluru,  
Bangalore, Bengaluru-
Imaginations and Their Times 
Editors: Narendar Pani, 
Sindhu Radhakrishna, 
Kishor G Bhat.
PP: 290
Price: ₹ 795
Publisher: Sage 
Publications, New Delhi

What’s it like to be a dog
Scheduled to be released in January 2017, Bradley 
Cooper, in the upcoming movie A Dog’s Purpose is 
all set to give voice to a dog who is reincarnated as 
various puppers over the course of several lifetimes, 
looking to find his purpose in life. The American 
comedy-drama film, which is directed by Lasse 
Hallström and written by Audrey Wells, is based on the 
2010 novel of the same name by W. Bruce Cameron.

Dark side of the American dream
The movie based on Dennis Lehane’s 2012 novel 
Live By Night is set to premiere this Christmas. The 
American crime film is written, directed and co-
produced by Ben Affleck, who is also going to star in 
the movie. Apart from Affleck, the casts include Elle 
Fanning, Brendan Gleeson, Chris Messina, Sienna 
Miller, Zoe Saldana and Chris Cooper. A story set in 
the Prohibition Era in the US, the film follows a Ybor 
City bootlegger who becomes a notorious gangster and 
looks into his dealings in the world of organized crime..

King’s magnum opus brought to reel
Stephen King’s fans have a reason to rejoice as his 
novels from the Dark Tower book series makes its 
way into the big screen, and in no small way too. Idris 
Elba will be playing the character of Roland Deschain, 
or the ‘Mid-world’s last gunslinger. The movie also 
features Matthew McConaughey and is being directed 
by Nikolaj Arcel and Ron Howard. Set to come out in 
January 2017, the movie, which is touted to be a  
quasi-sequal to the series, will pick up from where the 
story ended in The Dark Tower VII: The Dark Tower.

Book to Film

Abhilash Khandekar
Senior journalist and author of 
Shivraj Singh Chauhan: 
The Rise of Madhya Pradesh

Hello Bengaluru! Guns, gardens, planes to IT
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In recent times, there have been several 
books on conquering the Everest. 
Among them the amputee young 
Arunima Sinha’s much-acclaimed 
narrative, Born Again on the Mountain. 
Several years ago had come the more 
sensational book on George Mallory 
from Jeffery Archer, Paths of Glory. 
But before these two books, one of the 
very first books on climbing the Everest 
came from Major HPS Ahluwalia, 
Higher than the Everest, a story not 
only of conquering the tallest peak,  
but conquering the mind, first published 
in 1973. 

In 1960, the first Indian expedition to 
the Everest happened. As part of the third 
expedition, Ahluwalia climbed Everest 
on 29 May 1965. Then the 1965 war 
with Pakistan broke out and Ahluwalia 
was shot through the neck by enemy 
fire in October, just five months later. 
He became paralysed. But as a serving  
officer of the brave Indian army, he did 
not give up. 

His rehabilitation at Stoke 
Mandeville hospital, Aylesbury, UK is 
a story in itself. His 1973 
book had a foreword by 
Indira Gandhi, who calls 
herself a daughter of the 
mountains. In her tribute she 
writes, ‘courage has many 
faces. The manner in which 
Major Ahluwalia faced his 
long and dreary treatment 
and convalescence called 
for the same grit and 
perseverance.’ 

Niyogi Books have reprinted 
Ahluwalia’s book with further addition 
of material. Ahluwalia’s indomitable 
spirit, that inspired him to lead the 1994 
Indian expedition through the ancient 
Silk Route, a voyage as difficult as the 
climbing of Everest was.

The best part of the new book is that 
it is a 4-colour edition. And filled with 
stunning photographs. Both Ahluwalia 
and his wife Bholi are excellent 
photographers and their photographs of 
their exciting and extraordinary journey 
through life fill this new edition, 
making it more than worthwhile an 
edition to keep on your bookshelf. 
Ahluwalia is a larger than life figure, 
also he is a ‘war hero’—someone 
disabled in enemy fire. His struggle in 
rehabilitation makes him unique among 
a plethora of others, his expeditions 
in the second life are sterling and he 
is no mean a narrator. But his lasting 
contribution to the country, perhaps 
higher than the Everest, is the Indian 
Spinal Injuries Centre in Delhi, a very 
needed intervention in a poor country.

Noting that lawmakers have become ‘virtual 
hostages of whip-driven tyranny’, former 
Union minister Manish Tewari has pitched for 
‘liberating’ them from party discipline except in 
cases of legislations that threaten the stability of 
a government.

Writing on the issue of whip and the need 
for ‘liberating the legislator’, Tewari wondered 
whether the system had upended whereby choice 
lies with an individual elector but legislative 
power resides with political parties.

‘...rather than articulating the predilections and 
priorities of the territorial constituency that they 
represent, (lawmakers) have become but virtual 
hostages of a whip-driven tyranny,’ Tewari said 
in his book Decoding A Decade - The Politics of 
Policymaking.

He insisted that a party whip directs its members 
which way to vote practically on each and every 
bill. ‘This enforced adherence to the party line 
means that a member invariably ends up voting 
for a bill if he/she is on the treasury benches and 

against a bill if he/she is in the opposition,’ the 
Congress spokesperson said.

He said that this sometimes lead to an odd 
spectacle of parliamentarians voting against a 
legislative instrument which they had supported 
previously, depending on whether their party 
occupies the opposition or treasury benches.

‘An unfortunate trend that has recently 
manifested itself is the use of House majorities 
to get even Private Members Bills defeated at the 
introduction stage. It restricts whatever little space 

individual members have been left with for 
legislative activity,’ Tewari wrote.

Arguing for selective issuance of whips, 
the former Information and Broadcasting 

Minister said little tweak restricting the rigours 
of the whip would free up the legislative space.

This can also ensure that every government 
strives not only for cross-party consensus 
on legislation but reaches out to individual 
lawmakers also rather than just their leaderships, 
deepening participatory lawmaking in the 
process, he added.

The book is a collection of articles between 
2006 and 2016 on subjects like the Constitution, 
role of media, political economy, the Modi regime, 
nuclear concerns, terrorism and Pakistan.

Tewari says that the compilation, even in its 
randomness, tells a tale of an eventful decade 
in India’s public affairs—an era when the UPA 
government was charged with steering the ship of 
the Indian state and as it made way for the BJP-led 
NDA government in May 2014.

That it is a graphic book telling the story of Secularism as 
it evolved from the fifteenth century is by itself interesting. 
The narration is in conversation mode, with students 
discussing the subject, so-very-controversial  in India. 
The drawings by Priyanka Kumar and add to the value of 
such a book, a slender collector’s item. It is also timely, 
in that, for the young trying to understand and define the 
term Secularism, it is a very confusing exercise in the  
21st century.

Nalini Rajan is Dean of studies and Professor, Asian 
College of Journalism, Chennai. Her novel, The Pangolin’s 
Tale, was long-listed for the 2007 Man Asian Literary Prize.

The last short chapters, naturally, discuss the word 
‘Secularism’ and its interpretations in India and all the tu-
tu-main-main over it. Uniform Civil Code, very much a part 
of the current discourse, is not left out nor is the author shy 
of discussing ‘conversions’. But more interesting for the 
average reader are the chapters on France and beginning of 
‘Secularism’, a wave that began with defying the dictums of 
the Catholic church, and the stories of John Calvin, Martin 
Luther, Voltaire, John Locke, even Jefferson and Thomas 
Paine in the USA. It also presents some ‘secular’ responses 
to various arguments and is an interesting book to add to 
one’s reading list.

When even the 
sky is not the limit

Tewari speaks 
out against 
tyranny of whips
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Concluding his epic 
series on the Clifton 
chronicles, best-selling 
author Jeffrey Archer 
comes out with his  
final instalment, 
This Was a Man.

In Choices, an explosive 
book by the Former 
National Security 
Adviser, Shivshankar 
Menon gives an insider’s 
account into India’s 
foreign policies.

After his wildly viral 
speech at the Oxford 
debate, Shashi Tharoor 
in his new book  
An Era of Darkness 
systematically puts down 
the British rule in India 
through well-articulated 
arguments.

After his wildly viral 
speech at the Oxford 
debate, Shashi Tharoor 
in his new book An 
Era of Darkness 
systematically puts  
down the British rule 
in India through well-
articulated arguments.

out now!
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diplomacy

The British 
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someone 
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Papri Sri Raman  

The Jaipur Literary Festival is an Initiative of the Jaipur 
Virasat Foundation founded by Faith Singh, originally as 
a segment of the Jaipur Heritage International Festival in 
2006. The 2006 inaugural festival had 18 writers including 
Hari Kunzru, William Dalrymple, Shobhaa De, Namita 
Gokhale and 14 others. It drew a crowd of about 100 
attendees, including some who ‘appeared to be tourists who 
had simply got lost’, according to the event’s co-director 
William Dalrymple. By 2008, it had had developed into a free-
standing festival of literature, with Sanjoy Roy of Teamwork 
Arts managing it. The 2008 fest drew 60 international and 
Indian writers and had 7000 visitors. Book Link talks to 
Sanjoy Roy who has crafted this iconic made-in-India event.
Nearly 1.3 million footfall and FREE. When you took up 
the challenge of hosting a litfest in a small Tier II city in 
2006, did you ever vaguely imagine it would achieve the 
popularity it has?
None whatsoever. All we knew is that we wished to create a 
literature programme outside of the confines of IIC and IHC 
which was more experiential in nature. The year-on-year 

growth has been phenomenal. But what’s even more 
heartening is both the demographic (61% are between the 
ages of 15 – 25) and the economic slew … a group from a 
village 40 km from Gorakhpur who have set up a book club, 
a man and boy who sleep on the street, etc.
Ten years later you not only have a brand, you have three-
four litfests across the world... and JLF is supposed to 
be the only event of its kind in South East Asia. Can we 
call it one of the most successful social enterprises in the 
decade? Going by 2015, there was 40% increase in student 
attendance. 
Harvard Business school teaches a case study on the festival 
which has been very popular year on year as a way to grow a 
brand in such a short period of time. It has grown to become 
the largest literature festival in the world in terms of the sheer 
number of people that throng our venues (21,000 per hour 
and our largest venue hosts 6,500 people). 
Our primary intent was to make this into a city event and 
ensure that everyone felt it was their festival. We managed 
to do this and it was hard work. In the initial years, we had 
to break the stereotype image that this was a `white’ persons’ 
or elite peoples’ festival. Today everyone from the local 
rickshaw puller to the shop keepers in Johri Bazaar feel 
involved and even if they don’t come to the programme, all 
of them are vested in its success.
Your debates over the decade have brought the ‘process of 
thinking’ centerstage and made it accessible to the common 
man ... can we say, JLF sets the trend for the coming 
discourse in this part of the world? 
For better or worse, we tend to make every effort to ensure 
there is depth in our conversations, debates and discussions 
and a representation of all kinds of voices and points of view.
Are controversies necessary for success? 
Authors don’t necessarily write to entertain. Authors write as 
they have a volition to write. They provide an insight into the 
future, a perspective of a world that we may not be familiar 

with, a reflection of society and its travails. It is this aspect 
that makes literature and philosophy political. India is a 
land of a billion ideas and points of view. Politics and 
political thought is part of our mainstream and allows 
for sustained, healthy debate and a vibrant, noisy 
democracy.
How do you see JLF positioned in the next five years? 

We will continue to strengthen our extension festivals 
in London, Boulder and introduce Melbourne as a pop 
of festival next year. We will fight to hold on to our key 

USP of providing a space for free and 
frank debate which is reflective 

of all points of view. The 
freedom to dream and 
speech is fundamental 

to the festival.

The Jaipur Literature Festival authorities have announced 
that its 10th edition will take place from 19th – 23rd January 
2017, once again at its beautiful home of the historic Diggi 
Palace Hotel in Jaipur.
Jaipur BookMark: The B2B arm of the Jaipur Literature 
Festival opens proceedings at Diggi Palace a day ahead on 
18th January, placing industry networking and professional 
development at the heart of the action. 2017 marks ten 
years of the JLF and its meteoric rise from a small gem of 
an idea in 2006 to the world’s largest free literary festival, 
having hosted more than 1,300 speakers and attracting more 
than 1.2 million footfalls over the past decade. Frequently 
described as ‘the greatest literary show on Earth’, JLF will 
welcome over 250 authors, thinkers, politicians, journalists 
and popular culture icons and expects audience numbers to 
surpass 2016’s figure of 330,000.
JLF 10@10: The theme in 2017 will be The Freedom to 
Dream: India at 70. As a pioneering champion of literary 
debate and social dialogue, both Indian and international, 
a strong focus of JLF 2017 will be to celebrate one of the 
world’s largest democracies through the theme and drive 
conversations around modern India in the context of its history 
and its future.General Registration: Online registration has 
opened and is free to all. There will continue to be an on the 
spot fee for those who do not register in advance.

HarperCollins India won 
the prestigious ‘Publisher of 
the Year’ Award 2016 at the 
glittering Tata Literature Live! 
Awards function held at the 
NCPA in Mumbai. They also 
won the award in the best fiction 
and best non-fiction categories.

The recently concluded 
seventh edition of the four-day 
long Tata Lit Live! festival held 
from Nov 17-20, had over 130 
celebrated writers and thinkers 
from around the globe gathered 
to recognise and promote literary 
talent across many genres of 
literature. 

With multiple nominations 
in the Fiction and Non-Fiction 
categories, it was HarperCollins 

authors who bagged the award 
in both categories. The Tata 
Literature Book of the Year 
Award for Fiction was won by 
Aravind Adiga for his book 
Selection Day; while Manu 
Pillai won Best First Book in 
the non-fiction category for The 
Ivory Throne.

One of India’s most respected 
and celebrated poet and lyricist, 
Gulzar—also a HarperCollins 
author—was honoured with 
The Tata Literature Live! Poet 
Laureate Award; while the 
Tata Literature Live! Lifetime 
Achievement Award was 
conferred upon acclaimed 
author Amitav Ghosh, another 
HarperCollins author. 

Nalini Sriharan, who recently 
released her autobiography in 
Chennai, has come out with a story 
from the other end of the spectrum. 
Sriharan is one of the convicts in 
the Rajiv Gandhi assassination case 
and has spent 25 years in prison for 
her involvement in the killing of the 
former PM. 

The book reportedly documents 
accounts of alleged torture by police 
officers at Malligai, then office of the 
probe team where most accused in 
the case were interrogated for several 
weeks. Sriharan’s association with 
the LTTE would make it interesting 
to see what revelations she brings 
out in her autobiography. The book 
also reportedly contains two chapters 
on Sriharan’s secret meeting with 
Priyanka Gandhi.

Talking to The Indian Express, 

Sriharan’s lawyer Pugazhenthi told 
them that she has tried to put together 
her entire life in the autobiography—
starting from her childhood, teenage 
years, her meeting with Murugan, 
circumstances that made her part of 
a team led by Sivarasan, her life until 
the arrest after the assassination, 
arrest, birth of her daughter in prison, 
conviction and her 25-year-long 
incarceration.

‘The secret meeting with Priyanka 
was a tense moment as she was 
agitated to see her father’s assassin 
and kept asking Nalini why he 
was killed. Nalini told Priyanka 
that she neither had a role in the 
conspiracy nor did she know about 
the murder plan,’ Pugazhenthi said to  
The Indian Express. 

Authored in Tamil, the 600-
page book will have 100 pages 

with forewords by leading Tamil 
politicians, including Vaiko, Thol 
Thirumavalavan and Seeman.

JLF heads down under
Our USP is free and frank debate: Sanjoy Roy

HarperCollins wins  
big at Tata Lit Live! A convict’s account
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Book Link Correspondent

In this issue, Book Link catches up with the treasurer of 
the Book Sellers and Publishers Association of South India 
(BAPASI), G Olivannan, of Emerald Publishers. Founded 
in 1982 by MD Gopalakrishnan, who was the then Southern 
Regional Head at Blackie & Sons, Emerald Publishers 
began with publishing books pertaining to English 
Literature. Today, some of the big names like AMACOM, 
Hannacroix Creek and Barron’s have granted republishing 
license for their titles in India. Its CEO, G Olivannan is a 
regular visitor to the Frankfurt Book Fair since 2005 and 
also to the American Book Expo.
How many editions of the Frankfurt Book Fair have you 
taken part in? How has it changed over the years?
I have been regularly attending since the year 2005, except 
for two years in between, during which time I served as 
Rotary District Governor.
The very first time I attended, it was stunning—the 
magnitude at which the fair was organised and the logistics 
involved. I realised that it was not just another book fair, 
but a unique conglomeration of people from every sphere 
of book industry. It was a new experience. The first fair was 
more an observation and learning for me.
In my subsequent visits, I understood the nuances of 
working with people. What I have learnt over the years is 
that, if we seek out business not many are keen to work with 
you; on the other hand, if we endeavour to build long-term 
friendships, it rewards us richly.
In this post-modern era, which Indian language sells 
best in languages other than English? And which foreign 
language gets translated into Indian languages more?
The Indian language which sells most are the ones which 
are introduced and marketed well in the national and 
international language. Being a national language and 
spoken by many, Hindi stands first. The other language 
through available information is Tamil, thanks to the huge 
Diasporas living in seventy countries around the world. 
Marathi, Malayalam and Bengali have traditionally strong 
reader base.
As far as translation from original into many Indian 
languages, we have a long way to go. The problem is that 

there are not enough direct translators available from one 
to another. English acts as a medium to translate from 
one Indian language to another. For example, if a book in 
Kannada needs to be translated into Tamil, very limited 
resources are available for direct translation. Largely, this 
is dependent on translation into English and then into other 
languages. At least people in South India should 
learn another Dravidian language in 
addition to their mother tongue.
English stands first when it comes 
to translation from foreign 
languages. Translations from 
foreign languages to Indian 
languages too have to 
come through English.
Do you really think 
self-publishing, vanity 
publishing and crowd 
funded initiatives 
will change /alter the 
traditional publishing 
ecosystem? 
Yes. It will change to 
a great extent. The role 
of a publisher will be 
redefined. Innovation in 
printing technology makes 
it easier to publish a work. 
Now Publishing can be made 
a more profitable business if 
we bring in innovation to our 
approach. Publishers can increase 
titles in their annual program and expand 
to different areas.
Publishers look out for different ways and means to 
accommodate budding authors. When the risk exposure 
is shared between the writer and publisher, a kind of joint 
venture is formed similar to in the real estate sector between 
land owner and builder. As long as it suits the parties 
concerned and a clear win-win model, I don’t think there is 
anything wrong in trying out different models.
When a physical book is digitised how important is it to 

give value-adds like animation, voice-overs. Do you think 
they enhance readability or make it easy to recollect?
Personally, I prefer to read printed books. Where it is 
impossible to reach out to printed ones, I read in my kindle. 
Be it in book form or digital, I prefer to read without any 
interruptions in the form of animation or voice-overs. 

Reading helps us to develop our visual thinking. 
If I read a passage, ‘in the train, unlike 

the past where conversation and 
reading would be predominant, 

today, everyone is engrossed 
in their smart phone’, my 

imagination would stretch 
out to the experiences I had 
in the train, and I would 
visualise. Similarly, 
another reader would 
imagine a scene based 
on his experience. 
Kindling one’s 
imagination is possible 
either by listening or 
reading. Animation 
should not be mixed 

with reading; it should 
altogether be a separate 

one.
Are we at a cross-roads? 

Looking at an alternate 
business model? What is the 

global scenario like?
The big worry which was 

predominant a few years ago was on 
the emergence of e-books and was perceived 

as cannibalising printed books. This worry has 
completely vanished.  Interestingly, both have found their 
own space and coexist comfortably. Global scenario looks 
bright for publishing, with different models such as self-
publishing, co-publishing, joint venture publishing and so 
on. Social media marketing and online book stores are real 
boon to reach out to the unreached. I feel bright sunny days 
are ahead for the publishing community.

Speaking on the importance of an international book fair 
like FBF, Director of German Book Office, Delhi, Prashasti 
Rastogi said, ‘Indian representation at the Frankfurt Book Fair 
was on the upside with a Capexil collective of 10 new FBF 
participants present in Hall 6. From 2016, Indian companies 
are allowed to exhibit in Hall 6 which was previously 
reserved for English language publishing nations. Another 
first of firsts was the impressive collective of Malyalam 
language publishers spearheaded by Malyalam University 
under the leadership of Dr Jaykumar Iyer.’ Adding to that 
she said, ‘Indian Ambassador Gurjit Singh 
also toured the fair together with his wife and 
met the Indian publishers and NBT Director 
Dr Rita Choudhary. Being a published author 
himself, he expressed much enthusiasm for 
the diversity and substance for the fair and 
encouraged Indian publishers to strengthen 
their presence at the fair by including some 
events and public readings.’ 

The Frankfurt Book Fair (FBF; German: 
Frankfurter Buchmesse) is the world’s largest 
trade fair for books based on the number of 
publishing companies represented, and the 
second largest trade fair for books based 
in terms of the number of visitors, after the 
Turin International Book Fair. It took place 
from 19 to 23rd October in 2016, with five 
days filled with books and ideas, as well as 

insights into new industries and markets.
Once again, the Frankfurt Book Fair successfully managed 

to bridge the gap between culture and business: ‘THE 
ARTS+’ being one such program which has created a new 
hub for business in the cultural and creative industries.

Some of the highlights which marked the 2016 Frankfurt 
Book Fair included the ‘Virtual Reality Showcase’ and the 
10th Cosplay Championships where people were dressed 
in various characters of their liking from across the world. 
The fair also saw many book donation drives, and hundreds 

of books were collected during the fair for the art project 
Parthenon of Books by Marta Minujin.

Meanwhile, the annual meeting for members of the 
European network for the promotion of translations saw 
the official founding of ENLIT, the European Network for 
Literary Translation—a step taken to ensure that the many 
factions of European culture separated by the barrier of 
language can be brought under a single umbrella. 

The Frankfurt Book Fair 2016 will also be remembered for 
its glamour with some of the biggest writers, literary agents 

and top notch publishers from around the 
world attending the book fair. Next to 
national and international VIP sightings and 
author readings, several award ceremonies 
took place during the week. Among others, 
the Global Illustrators Award, German 
Cartoon Award and the Frankfurt Book 
Fair Award for best International Literary 
Adaptation, for which the American 
fashion designer and director Tom Ford 
was honoured for his thriller Nocturnal 
Animals, an adaptation of the novel Tony & 
Susan by Austin Wright, were celebrated 
with much furore and excitement. Kunal 
Kundu from India was also decorated with 
the GlOBAL Illustrators Award in the  
Scientific category.

Publisher G Olivannan  
speaks on Indian translations abroad

Frankfurt: The dazzle king of book fairs

fairs&fests
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Parrikar launches Fighter Pilot’s biography

Closed doors dealsMan behind National Anthem

Air Commodore Nitin Sathe’s book, Born To 
Fly was released recently at the IIC Annexe, 
New Delhi, by Vitasta Publishing Pvt Ltd. The 
book is based on the extraordinary story of 
Flight Lieutenant MP Anil Kumar, or MP as he 
was fondly called, who valiantly fought through 
paralysis to script a success story undaunted by 
his disability. As was expected from the launch 
of a book about a man of such stature, a number 
of high-ranked officials from the Indian Air Force 
Army and Navy gathered for the event. The book 
was formally launched by Honourable Defence 
Minister of India, Shri Manohar Parrikar, who 
was also the guest of honour, along with the Vice 
Chief of Air Staff, Air Marshal Birender Singh 
Dhanoa, and author Nitin Sathe. 

Sathe recounted the tale of MP’s life as a MiG-
21 fighter pilot, and then later as a victim of an ill-
fated accident which was to turn his life around. 
‘MP never gave up; he wove for himself a meaningful 
second life and in doing so became an inspiration for many,’ 

said Sathe at the launch. He also spoke of the encouraging 
support from MP’s family and friends who helped him in  
completing the biography. 

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Manohar Parrikar 
said, ‘This book is a testimony to how powerful the 
mind is in winning any battle, and determination is all 
that it takes to galvanize your inner energy into taking 
action. We all should learn from MP’s story who, 
through sheer will power and courage, set himself on 
a path of success in spite of the unfortunate tragedy.’ 

MP taught himself to write with a pen held in his 
mouth, and wrote many articles and essays which 
continue to inspire many. Nikhil Laxman, Editor 
in Chief of Rediff for which MP had written several 
columns, talked about his writing prowess and said 
that ‘each of his features which he wrote for Rediff 
was a portrait of brilliance, well argued, sharp and 
written eloquently.’ 

The gathering also saw many of MP’s classmates 
from his days in the Army school come to show their 
solidarity, and shared with the crowd present accounts 
of camaraderie and friendship that shed light into the 

brave soldier’s personal life. 

Bloomsbury India recently launched Rajeev Jayaswal’s book 
The Lobbyists: Untold Story of Oil, Gas and Energy Sector with 
Yashwant Sinha, Former Minister of Finance and External Affairs 
Minister of India, in New Delhi. They were also joined by AK 
Bhattacharya, Editorial Director of Business Standard.

Launching The Lobbyists and partaking in a discussion about 
the contents of the book and the wider landscape of the oil and gas 
sector, Sinha, said, ‘The first thought which came to my mind is 
that here is a book that is thoroughly researched and I commend 
Rajeev Jayaswal for this. Jayaswal should continue to act as a 
watchdog so that in the future he not only writes another book but 
acts as a judge to hold those who have done wrong accountable.’

The author’s mentor and Editorial Director of Business  
Standard, AK Bhattacharya also added, ‘This book very lucidly 
explains the idea of the Asian Premium. Each chapter throws 
light on how controversies of great interest have been tackled and 
Jayaswal has painstakingly made accessible documents which 
didn’t previously exist in the public domain. It is a riveting read.’

In The Lobbyists, Rajeev Jayaswal unapologetically tells all 
about the controversial deals between politicians, corporates and 
civil societies, in an attempt to provide the truth that often goes 
unreported.  As a Business Editor who has covered innumerable 
stories about the oil and gas sector, Jayaswal revisits the series 
of events that took place between 2004 and 2014 in an attempt to 
unveil the forces responsible for the sorry state of India’s energy 
security amidst rising consumptions and unpredictable and volatile 
oil prices. The book explores and uncovers the chain of events 
that killed the oil and gas sector and made India increasingly 
dependent on global oil producers, and asks the readers a very 
pertinent question: Was India’s energy security a victim of import 
lobbyists?

Daughters of Jorasanko, sequel to the critically acclaimed 
novel Jorasanko, was launched recently at an event held 
in New Delhi. Published by HarperCollins India, the 
book was released by eminent author Sharmila Tagore 
alongside author Aruna Chakravarti. They then joined in 
conversation about the book and discussed, in detailed 
fixture, Chakravarti’s well-researched and structured 
narrative about the Tagore household and how, even a 
man as tall as Rabindranath, struggled in his domestic 
problems and relationship with his daughters.

Speaking on the occasion, Sharmila Tagore said that 
the book brought back memories of the stories she heard 
from her grandparents while growing up. Praising the 
author for the hard-work put behind to complete the book, 
she added, ‘Aruna skilfully weaves historical facts with 
imaginative story-telling to create a complex era. Her 
research is thorough, but like all good fiction it blends 

seamlessly with the narrative.’
Their conversation was followed by a dramatic 

performance, Madhurilata, by The Storytellers. Their 
vivid and expressive narration accompanied alongside a 
capturing voice singing Bengali melodies left the audience 
spell-bound, taking them right into the Bengal of the pre-
Independence era where we witnessed Rabindranath’s life 
play out in dramatic sequences. 

Daughters of Jorasanko is the result of meticulous 
research on Chakravarti’s part that attempts to unveil 
aspects of Rabindranath’s life shrouded in mystery. It 
gives the readers an insight his personal life, explores his 
engagement with the freedom movement and his vision 
for holistic education, and maps the histories of the Tagore 
women even while describing the twilight years in the life 
of one of the greatest luminaries of our times and the end 
of an epoch in the history of Bengal.

Readomania, in association with Beyond 
Coffee and Words, recently organised a panel 
discussion on Journalism, Indian Media and 
Use of Satire, which was followed by the 
cover launch of Readomania’s upcoming 
anthology of satirical stories, Mock, Stalk 
and Quarrel. 

The panel included veteran journalist 
Manjula Lal, Deputy Editor of Tehelka, who 
shared with the audience her experiences and 
views, giving them an insider’s account of 
how things work in an Indian media house. 
The conversation was centred around the 
role of print and TV media, the need and 
consequences of 24-hour news channels, 
various styles of journalistic reporting and 
the lines that are drawn and crossed in an 

overzealous attempt to cover news.
The conversation, in which the audience 

were an eager participant, was then followed 
by the launch of Mock, Stalk and Quarrel, 
which is a collection of 29 short stories 
selected over a nationwide writing contest. 
The authors include some well-established 
names like Amrita Mukherjee (Exit Interview, 
Rupa Publications), Ranjan Kaul (Managing 
Director, Oxford University Press India), 
Paulami Dutta Gupta (Screenwriter and 
Author) and Manna Bahadur (Doordarshan 
anchor and newsreader). 

Post release, the authors present on 
the occasion engaged with the audience 
and amongst themselves to have a lively 
conversation. Authors like Ranjan Kaul and 
Manna Bahadur shared their experiences 
from publishing and journalism respectively 
along with their peeves with a rapidly 
developing, technologically advanced world. 
Newbie authors like Vibha Sharma, Aryan 
Huria, Kanchana Gupta and Piyusha Vir 

spoke about their respective backgrounds, 
how they got into writing, and the inspiration 
behind their individual stories. Others, 
like Anupama Jain, Esha Chakraborty and 

Aashisha Chakraborty spoke about their 
attempt at writing satire and how they drew 
from personal experiences to write a story 
that would be relatable to all.

infocus

Serving satire 
with aplomb
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Bringing out 
the classics!

The Rising Star of Publishing

Taking the young generation by storm

Starmark, a leisure store dealing 
majorly in trading books, music, and 
movies, with its stores in Chennai and 
Kolkata, recently held an exclusive 
Penguin Random House Classics 
exhibition where works of over 80 
authors across 18 languages were 
showcased and for book lovers, 
those gorgeous classics were up for 
grabs with compelling offers! The 
exhibition carried on till November 
30, and readers flocked in large 
numbers to get their hands on some 
of their favourite books. 

The exhibition aimed to introduce 
classics to a whole new generation of 
readers and give the much loved and 
admired authors the due veneration 
they deserve.  Starmark offered a 
straight 10% discount on all the titles 
on display at the exhibition, and 

additionally had a free library bag 
give-away for those buying books 
worth ₹ 2000 and above.

Starmark is often frequented by 
book lovers and the store has over 
the years made efforts to promote 
books of all genres through various 
innovative initiatives and events. By 
associating with Penguin, Starmark 
has been able to bring to their readers 
a rich and varied repository of some 
of the finest literature from the Indian 
subcontinent. 

Starmark and Penguin Random 
House India’s objective in holding 
this exclusive exhibition was to give 
a taste of the best books ever written 
to the new generation reader. As co-
promoters, they tried to ensure that 
the enduring works of some of the 
best writers are made accessible to 

as many readers as possible, while 
keeping these works in circulation. 

‘These works are timeless in 
their appeal, significant in their 
contribution to our cultural identity 
and have been handpicked from 
across the length and breadth of the 
subcontinent, spanning different 
regions and languages’, said Starmark 
in an official statement released  
by them.

WeAreTheCity India recently 
presented the winners of the Top 
50 Rising Star Awards with their 
trophies at an event held in Mumbai. 
Over 100 winners, sponsors, judges 
and guests attended the ceremony 
where the audience were welcomed 

by Vanessa Valley, WeAreTheCity 
Managing Director; Sally Clark 
Chief Internal Auditor, Barclays; and 
Archana Shiroor, Director, Head of 
HR for Barclays Bank, India.

‘My sincere congratulations to 
this year’s winners, all of which 
have been able to demonstrate 
outstanding accomplishments via 
their professional roles or business 
activities. These Rising Stars are 
role models for their industries 
and professions and beacons of 
light for those who will follow in 
their footsteps,’ Valley said on the 
occasion. 

WeAreTheCity was founded in 
UK with the aim to provide a free 
platform to support women who want 
to progress in their careers, enhance 
their skills and build their external 
networks. They launched their 
Indian platform in 2014, and since 
then have established themselves 
as a recognised online women 
empowerment organisation in India. 

In June 2016, they launched 

the Rising Star Awards in India 
to recognise the achievements of 
the female talent pipeline across 
the country in different industries. 
By highlighting the accolades of 
inspirational female talent and 
champions, WeAreTheCity India 
hopes to encourage organisations 
and business leaders to invest in 
and recognise women as leaders of 
tomorrow and individual contributors 
within their respective industries.

One such winner among the Top 
50 Rising Stars is Anurima Roy, a 
seasoned publishing professional. 
Roy has worked with several 
international publishers and has over 
the years built a strong network of 
authors, publishers, and traders in the 
book industry. ‘Having worked with 
the world’s biggest writers, I realized 
it’s time to do something for India 
with small publishers and Indian 
writers who have been struggling to 
make a mark in an ecosystem which 
is dominated by the big international 
players,’ says Roy. 

Ravinder Singh is a name that seems to be on the lips of every 
other teenage reader and his popularity drew a number of 
young adults during a launch of his latest book on forbidden 
romance, This Love That Feels Right. The launch, which took 
place at an event held at Odyssey in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, 
was a reflection of Singh’s growing influence among young 
adult readers, as he was welcomed by a swarm of ardent fans 
awaiting his arrival and hoping to get a copy of their book 
signed by him.

So overwhelming was the response and turnout that Singh 
himself admitted to being ‘taken aback seeing the number 
of people’ who have read his book. ‘I am going to sign all 
of your copies! And, I will allow you to take a picture with 
me, provided you post it on Twitter and tag me on it’, added 
Singh in jest. 

Before the launch and the interactive session between 
Singh and his audience, a short video plug on the book 
was also screened, depicting a dinner scene where two 

couples openly talk about infidelity, trust and companionship, 
while also questioning the concept of marriage. Afterwards, 
Singh talked about how he himself got the idea to write about 
love outside marriage while having dinner with his friends. 

The audience was then invited to ask the author questions, 
which was  followed by a Selfie With The Author session. 
And given the demographic of the crowd present, one could 
expect the level of excitement and energy seen among the 
young readers to fit into the same frame as Singh.  

This Love That Feels Right, published by Penguin Books, 
is a love story which Singh calls ”forbidden romance”, for 
the book completely looks beyond the conventional sanctity 
of marriage and pushes the boundaries of infidelity. The book 
is a debate between the two women protagonists on love 
outside marriage, both of whom fall in love with men who 
they are not married to.
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It’s all in the details: Misha Oberoi
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Misha Oberoi is a freelance 
graphic designer, and also 

a co-founder and partner 
at Dsgn Unplugged. Her 

interests include book 
design, typography, 
branding, and 
publicity. She lives 
in New Delhi. Her 
works can be seen 
at www.mishaoberoi.
com and www.dsgn-

unplugged.blogspot.in
Tell us a little about 

yourself. How come you 
chose to be a designer 

in India when the focus by 
parents used to be completely 

obsessed with the sciences? 
I always knew that I wanted to do something creative, 
something arty. My parents and I disagreed about a lot of 
things, but it was never about my career. They were always 
supportive of my career choices, and my mom, particularly, 
understood my passion for art. By the time I finished school, 
I had discovered my calling—I knew I wanted to do a design 
course straightaway. So I studied commercial art for three 
years, and also did a one-year course in graphic designing 
simultaneously.
And after finishing your design course, did you get into 
books immediately?
No, my first job was at an ad agency. Then I got into designing 
magazines. Books happened much later. 
You have worked for both Academic and Trade publishing. 
Which one do you prefer and why?
Definitely trade. There is more scope for creativity there and 
one can experiment much more as compared to academic 
books. Doing an academic book in a creative way is also a 

challenge.Although I did get a chance to experiment quite a 
bit with academic books too while I was in OUP, thanks to my 
boss, Nitasha Devasar. She gave me a lot of freedom. I think 
after doing academic covers full time for so many years, once 
I started freelancing, trade automatically appealed to me.
That brings me to my next question. Why did you quit a full-
time job with OUP and start freelancing?
Few years back, I was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. 
Though my boss and colleagues were very supportive, but 
there came a time when it wasn’t possible for me to continue 
with a full-time job.
Is designing getting redundant with so much available on 
the net to just pull down and combine?
I feel earlier people would go through design books and do 
that but now it has become easier. 
We often get ideas from looking at an existing work, but 
we have to observe and combine the ideas intelligently and 
creatively. One has to observe keenly; it’s like doing research 
in design. And research is a must! But one must never copy!
Everything has been done before.  
The challenge is to do the same thing in 
a different way. Visualising a concept 
requires great effort. 
What according to you is your idea of a 
great design and what kind of books do 
you like working on? Is there a time of 
day when you are at your creative best?
Design is not just about making things 
nice. Design affects the way we perceive 
information. The first idea is not always 
the best one. A good designer strives to 
make the next idea better than the one 
before.
Minimalistic but not bland or smartly 
overdone, both work for me. I have a wide 
range regarding what looks good. I love 
bold designs but I like to pay attention to 

details, no matter how bold and simple a design is. Even a 
simple fiction laid out in black and white, from selecting the 
right font to the spacing and margins, everything is important 
for a design to turn out good. Most creative people are known 
to be night owls, but I’m a morning person. I’m at my creative 
best after I’ve had my morning coffee.
Do you only work on books? Or do you design other  
things also?
I don’t design just books; I enjoy anything I can design, I love 
to design! I’ve just finished designing catalogues and invites 
for some exhibitions.
Favourite artists and paintings/book covers?
I don’t have any favourite designer that I follow. I could see 
a piece of art done by anyone at anytime and fall in love with 
the artist and his or her work.
If you had to describe yourself in a sentence …
It’d be the same way that I do in social media … a professional 
designer, an amateur photographer, occasional doodler, 
movie buff, dog lover, and a dreamer.

DesignerSpeak

kaleidoscope

In A Life in Science, Prof CNR Rao talks 
about his journey into the discipline, 
giving us valuable insight into what it 
takes to become a great scientist. The 
book covers his early years and the odds 
he had to overcome while chasing his 
dream of pursuing a career in science. 
Prof Rao provides a rare glimpse into the 
life of one of the most eminent, dedicated 
and widely respected scientists of post-
Independence India. He also talks about 
prominent scientists of the past and 
present, whom he was inspired by.
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